
Labelling 

Every helmet should carry a label written in 

English. The label should be placed in a 

manner so that it can be easily read without 

removing the padding or any permanent 

part thereof. The information borne by the 

label must include: 

 Standards to which the helmet conform, 

 Name and number of the model; and 

 Material from which it is made, and size. 

Important Considerations 

Q. Can someone while driving or riding on 

a motorcycle, wear a helmet and yet offend 

the law? 

A. Yes! 

a) If the helmet is not securely strapped to 

the rider and/or pillion’s head by means 

of a chin strap (retention system). 

b) If the protective helmet worn is sub-

standard and does not conform to the 

prescribed standards. 

Q. If I am in doubt concerning the genu-

ineness of my motorcycle helmet, what 

should I do? 

A. Take it to the Jamaica Bureau of 

Standards for inspection/testing. They will 

inform you whether it meets the approved 

standards. 

 

Something to consider 

Approximately 80% of unhelmeted motor-

cycle  drivers suffer fatal or serious head 

injuries when involved in accidents. A hel-

met is a motorcyclist’s main protective 

shield in the event of an accident. Wear 

one when you ride. 

Wear An Approved 

Helmet 

When You Ride 



Under the Law 

―Every person shall, at all times while driving 

or riding on a motorcycle, wear a protective 

helmet of a prescribed shape, quality, con-

struction or standard.‖ 

 

Approved Standard 

The standards identifying motorcycle helmets 

approved under the law are found in Sections 

13 & 15, and Part B of the First Schedule of 

the Road Traffic (Protective Devices) Regula-

tions lists the following as the approved stand-

ards to which all motorcycle helmets shall con-

form: 

 The British Standard—BS 6658 

 The Japanese International Standard—T 

8133 

 The Economic Community of Europe Reg-

ulations– UN/ECE Regulation No. 22 

 The Federal Motor Vehicle Standards—

US/FMVSS DOT Part 571.218. 

A helmet that conforms to the FMVSS stand-

ards carries the symbol ―DOT‖ at the back of 

it. 

The Approved Helmet 

A motorcycle helmet may be of the type 

that:- 

 Provides full covering for the face 

(full face) 

 Adjustable visor 

In either case, it must consist of the follow-

ing components: 

1. A hard outer shell 

2. A protective padding 

3. A comfort padding 

4. A retention system (chin strap) 

The  “hard outer shell” should provide a 

certain minimum head covering, which in-

clude those portions of the head (except 

the face) defined by the “basic plane” - a 

horizontal line form the base of the eye 

socket through the centre of the external 

ear opening. The shape of the shell above 

the reference plane or crown of the helmet, 

shall be in the form of a continuous convex 

curve (ECE No. 22-6.5) 

The “protective padding” is an inner core 

which is made  to absorb the energy of an 

impact. 

The “comfort padding” is an internal lin-

ing made of a material which provides for  

the motorcyclist and the pillion comfort. 

The  “retention system” is a complete 

assembly (chin strap; adjusting, locking 

and releasing devices) by which the 

helmet is maintained in position on the 

head. 

 Exposes the whole face (open face) 


